
ABAP Code Sample for Mass Changes 
by Batch Input 

 

Applies To:  

Tested on SAP R/3 4.6C SP43 but may be used in any version that allows upload/download of batch-input 
sessions. 

Summary 

The main goal of this sample is to perform mass changes into SAP by means of the batch input technique. 
This allows checking every entry you want to manage. 

By: Álvaro Vidal-Abarca 

Company and Title: RACC (Reial Automòbil Club de Catalunya in Barcelona, Spain) 
ABAP Developer and Consultant 

Date: 14 Feb 2005 

Purpose 

Ever been requested to perform a mass change into the assignment number of an open-item account? Or to 
change the description of a huge collection of fixed assets? Or (I’m sure you’ve experienced this one) to 
reverse postings whose positions are already cleared? 

Some people (yes, you can find them as well) may think of performing a mass update into SAP tables. To do 
this, you’d best take advantage of SAP R/3’s batch-input functionality. 

Procedure 

The main advantage here is, when you call a batch-input, SAP automatically performs the same set of checks 
as if you did these updates one-by-one. So the main goal is to build a text file (separated by tabs) which can 
be uploaded as a batch-input session. In order to achieve this, download the MDB file and complete the 
following. (Note: download requires SDN logon): 

1. Enter transaction SHDB, and record a single batch-input session for the update you want to run. For 
instance, transaction FB09 in order to change a G/L item, or AS02 to update an asset, or FBRA to 
reverse a posting with cleared items. 

2. Write the fields that have appeared at this batch-input session into the Visual Basic module of the MDB 
database (you’ll need some programming skills). 
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3. Create a table into the Access, and populate it with the data that allows you to uniquely identify the object 
you want to change (for instance: company code, document number, fiscal year and item number), and 
with the new data you want to update (for instance: the new assignment number). 

4. Run the Access module. This will give you a text file. 

5. Upload this text file into you batch-input session. Save the session, and then you can run it: you’ll see that 
all the data is updated at once! 

Disclaimer & Liability Notice 

This document may discuss sample coding, which does not include official interfaces and therefore is not 
supported. Changes made based on this information are not supported and can be overwritten during an 
upgrade. 

SAP will not be held liable for any damages caused by using or misusing of the code and methods suggested 
here, and anyone using these methods, is doing it under his/her own responsibility. 

SAP offers no guarantees and assumes no responsibility or liability of any type with respect to the content of 
the technical article, including any liability resulting from incompatibility between the content of the technical 
article and the materials and services offered by SAP. You agree that you will not hold SAP responsible or 
liable with respect to the content of the Technical Article or seek to do so. 

Author Bio 

Álvaro Vidal-Abarca works as an ABAP developer and SAP R/3 functional consultant at Reial 
Automòbil Club de Catalunya (RACC) in Barcelona, Spain. 
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